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Introduction

The ATLAS Search tool is used to search or download data 

related to project development. Locate and analyze a variety 

of data layers from multiple sources at once. 

After logging in, you will have the option to use several 

different map functions. 

Click on the hyperlinks in the list to the right to jump directly 

to one of these topics. These individual topics are also 

available as separate modules in the training library, 

indicated by the module number in parentheses. 

To gain access to ATLAS or for questions, contact 

ATLAS@ncdot.gov.

ƿ Learning Outcomes

In this module, the user will gain an understanding 

of how to:

Ʒ Log into ATLAS

Ʒ Overview of the Search Tool 

Ʒ Zoom Into Area of Interest

Ʒ Select Layers 

Ʒ Add Labels/Images and Measure

Ʒ Download Layers or Print Map

Tip: The Search Tool will time out after a period of 

inactivity. That may result in the map freezing, or 

some of the buttons becoming inactive. If this 

occurs, restart the Search Tool.

mailto:ATLAS@ncdot.gov
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30.0 Search Tool Uses

0.1 The ATLAS Search Tool has 3 primary 

high-level functions:

1. Find GIS data from multiple sources 

in one place

2. View data on map

3. Download multiple data sources at 

once in GDB, SHP, and/or DGN 

format

The ATLAS Search tool is useful when 

preparing for scoping, completing a 

technical report, or compiling an 

environmental document. For any data 

needs, the Search tool eliminates the 

need to look through various webpages 

and source agencies.

Find data 
from multiple 

sources

View data and 
print map

Download 
data for 

offline use

ATLAS Search Tool
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40.0 Search Tool Uses (continued)

0.2 The Search Tool provides a variety of different functions that can be used 

together or individually. There are four primary actions that can be done in any 

order. Click on the hyperlinks below to jump to slides within this training 

module for each, or advance to the next slide to review them all. 

Zoom Into Area of Interest: Find an area by downloading or creating a study 

area, or simply zooming into the map.

Ʒ Find Location Ʒ Add Study Area

Select Layers: Select the layers to be viewed or downloaded.

Ʒ Search for Layers Ʒ Save Layer Selection

Ʒ Identify Feature Ʒ Load Layer Selection 

Add Labels/Images and Measure: Add graphics or take measurements on the 

map if desired.

Ʒ Draw Ʒ Measure Area

Ʒ Measure Distance

Download Layers or Print Map: Download a PDF of the completed map and 

download the GIS layers if desired. 

Ʒ Download Data Ʒ Print Map
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How to Log into ATLAS Search Tool

Å Via Direct URL

Å Via Connect Homepage

Å Via Connect Preconstruction Home

Å Via Connect Project Site  
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60.0 Log In Basics

0.1 There are four ways to log in to access 

the ATLAS Screening Tool:

1. Via Direct URL: This the easiest 

and quickest way to access the 

ATLAS Screening Tool.

2. Via Connect Home Page: This is 

useful if you already find yourself 

working within the Connect page 

and want to jump into the Screening 

Tool.

3. Via Connect Preconstruction Home: 

This is useful if you are already 

logged into the Connect 

Preconstruction site, but are not on 

a specific project page.

4. Via Project Site: When working 

within projects on the Connect 

project site, easily jump into the 

Screening Tool.

Accessing ATLAS Screening Tool

There are four ways to log into the Screening Tool.

Click on the hyperlinks in the list to the right to jump directly 

to one of these methods or continue to advance the module 

to view all four. 

Once you have accessed the tool, you will log in. Click on 

the links below to jump directly to that topic.

Å Logging in after accessing the Screening Tool

Å Troubleshooting issues
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71.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Direct URL

1.1 When accessing ATLAS via direct link, 

youôll follow this URL: 

https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Env

ironmental/EAU/Project-

Atlas/Pages/default.aspx

1.2 From there, youôll select the ATLAS 

Data Search Tool or ATLAS Data 

Screening Toolin the ñATLAS Toolsò 

section.

Tip: Bookmark this URL for easier future access

https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/EAU/Project-Atlas/Pages/default.aspx
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82.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Connect Home Page

2.1 Begin by accessing the Connect Home 

Page URL: 

https://connect.ncdot.gov/Pages/default.

aspx

2.2 Then, click the Resources button in the 

header.

Tip: If, after hitting Resources, your browser 

prompts you to Sign In, you can hit Cancel and 

continue the steps to accessing your ATLAS 

account.

Generally, this pop up appears to non-NCDOT 

users.

https://connect.ncdot.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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92.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Connect Home Page (continued)

2.3 Next, click Environmental in the grey 

bar at the top of the screen.

2.4 Then select Environmental Analysis

from the left side.

1

2
1

2
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102.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Connect Home Page (continued)

2.5 From there, select Project ATLAS. 

Tip: If you donôt see Project ATLAS on your 

screen, scroll down ïit will appear alphabetically.
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112.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Connect Home Page (continued)

2.6 Youôre now in the ATLAS homepage. 

Select ATLAS Data Search Tool or

ATLAS Data Screening Tool to 

continue your log in.
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123.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Preconstruction Home

3.1 To access ATLAS via the 

Preconstruction Home page, navigate 

to the Preconstruction homepage and 

select ATLAS Search Tool from the 

left-hand side menu.
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134.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Connect Project Site

4.1 To access ATLAS via the Connect 

Project Site, navigate to the 

Preconstruction homepage and search 

your project in the Find a Site search 

bar.
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144.0 Accessing ATLAS Via Connect Project Site (continued)

4.2 1. In the menu on the left side, under 

the ATLAS Tools section at the 

bottom of the list.

2. From the bottom tab on the right 

side, under the ATLAS Tools tab.

1

2

1

2
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155.0 Logging Into ATLAS 

5.1 You will need to log into ATLAS 

regardless of the method you used to 

access the ATLAS Screening Tool if you 

are an NCDOT or non-NCDOT user, or 

if you previously logged into Connect. 

When prompted with this log in, fill out 

your NCID Username and Password.

5.2 Click the NCID Login button.
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165.0 Logging Into ATLAS (continued)

5.3 In the next pop-up, choose Using your 

NCID account.
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175.0 Logging Into ATLAS (continued)

5.4 When prompted with the Disclaimer, 

click I Acceptand youôre in!

ATLAS may automatically log out after a period of 

inactivity, or will stop operating correctly.
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186.0 Troubleshooting Issues

6.1 If youôre having issues with your NCID

log in, you can follow the Need Help? 

prompt.
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196.0 Troubleshooting Issues (continued)

6.2 If youôre having issues within your 

ATLAS account, you can follow the 

Help function found on the header or 

send an email to ATLAS@ncdot.gov.
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1.1 The header houses four functions: 

ƷATLAS Screening Tool icon: 

Allows users to access the ATLAS 

Screening Tool; this will open in a 

new window

ƷAbout: Takes users to a 

comprehensive page describing 

ATLAS, its tools, and previous 

updates

ƷAdditional Resources: Leads to a 

page of linked resources and their 

descriptors for additional 

information

ƷHelp: A link to the email to use for 

any questions or problems you may 

have: ATLAS@ncdot.gov

1.0 Overview of Header

1

2

3

4

1 2 3 4

mailto:ATLAS@ncdot.gov
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222.0 Search Tool Uses

2.1 The following slides provide detail on each of the 

following functions, which can be done in any order: 

Zoom Into Area of Interest: Find an area by 

downloading or creating a study area, or simply 

zooming into the map.

Ʒ Find Location Ʒ Add a Study Area

Select Layers: Select the layers to be viewed or 

downloaded.

Ʒ Search for Layers Ʒ Save Layer Selection

Ʒ Identify Feature Ʒ Load Layer Selection

Add Labels/Images and Measure: Add graphics or 

take measurements on the map if desired.

Ʒ Draw Ʒ Measure Area

Ʒ Measure Distance

Download Layers or Print Map: Download a PDF of 

the completed map and download the GIS layers if 

desired. 

Ʒ Download Data Ʒ Print Map

The remaining slides 

in this presentation 

will walk you through 

each of the functions 

listed to the right. 
















































































